WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Regular Meeting of the Council on General Education
Council_on_General_Education 
Thursday, Mar 12, 2026, 3:30 p.m.
Via Zoom
Recurring Zoom Link: https://wiu.zoom.us/j/98664455966
CGE Members 2025-2026
	Member Name
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Member Department, College, or Office
	Term
	Status

	Goodwin, Paige
	Psychology (A&S)
	27
	SOC SCI III

	
	
	27
	Multicultural

	Vaughn, Anthony
	English (A&S)
	27
	Bas Skill-Writing

	Laney, Donald
	Theatre & Dance 
	26
	HUMANITIES IV (FINE ARTS)

	Baramidze, Gregory
	Computer Sciences 
	26
	MATH/NS II

	Averbeck, Josh
	Communication
	27
	BASIC SKILLS I (PUB SPEAKNG)

	Sheng, Bridget
	 Education
	28
	At-Large ???

	Gblerkpor, William
	Sociology & Anthropology (A&S)
	28
	SOC SCI III

	Chamberlin, Ute
	History (A&S)
	28
	HUMANITIES IV

	Seyfi Turkelli
	Math
	27
	MATH/NS II

	TBD
	-
	--
	HUMAN WELL BEING VI

	David Banash
	 English
	–
	At-Large

	Huerta, Miguel
	Advising Center
	
	Ex-officio

	Boeckelman, Keith
	College of Arts & Sciences Dean's Office
	
	Ex-officio

	[bookmark: _heading=h.4he4v8hpts0v]Baker-Sperry, Lori
	Provost's Office 
	
	Ex-officio

	Tutt, Kaitlyn
	SGA
	
	SGA Representative



 A G E N D A

I. Last meeting recap – Recap of charge. Possible FYE listening session.

II. New Business 
a. Create Evaluation Framework
i. Determine and articulate an evaluation framework that will guide the Council’s review of general education, including the criteria, data sources, and comparative benchmarks to be used in light of the existing Philosophy and Goals of General Education.

Should we be reviewing our philosophy and goals of general education before we investigate a framework? The charge seems to indicate we should be using existing philosophy and goals. 
Seek clarification from Jeremy about the wording of the document. 

Should we have a revision of philosophy and goals. 
Need to consider how general education affects all of university (recruitment, for instance). 

First need to establish what the evolving needs of student and university to determine what GE looks like. 

CGE models from Jeremy shared with committee. 

General education isn’t always instrumental. 

Questions raised:
1 What are we evaluating?
2 What evidence will we use in our evaluation?
3 Who are we comparing ourself to? Specific Institutions or benchmarks?
Should our evaluation framework focus on program effectiveness, program structure, or both?

Want clarity on process of what parameters of general education. 

Need to pitch general education to students better. 

Discussion of general education changing across the country (reduction in credits, course variety). 
It’s difficult to make changes to general education. Changes were made by upper administration and we are asked to evaluate in light of administrative changes. 

Need to determine what categories of general education should look like. 

Question of what are we evaluating? Bylaws include procedure for determining what is included in general education. Perhaps we need to revise bylaws as well. Perhaps Jeremy should come back to clarify this point. 

Should we gain some feedback from faculty about what general education should look like?
	Example of what are courses they would include, if possible. 
	Group – Josh, Gregory

Review literature on general education – what is current trend, most cited. Create a reading list. 
	Group – David, Damon, Ute

Consider peer institutions as well. 
	Group – Lori, Look at last year as well (Keith could look)


Clarify that senate has confirmed language. Add other members from constituencies? 

ii. The evaluation framework shall be established by the end of the Spring 2026 semester.
b. Working groups on other tasks in charge?
III. Reports
a. Provost Office – Lori Baker-Sperry/ Damon McArthur – SAGE members gathered. Listening group for FYE held with Leatherneck success leaders. May have update in future meeting. 
b. CAS – Keith Boeckelman – No report. 
c. University Advising – Miguel Huerta – Open registration starts April 3. Working with admissions team to get ahead of procedures and changes to make transfer process move smoothly. 


