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Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2015
Fall 2015 CGE Members

Elected Members Present:  Marjorie Allison, Panakkattu Babu, Rumen Dimitrov, Krista Bowers Sharpe, Kathleen O’Donnell-Brown, Darcy Plymire, Jongnam Choi, Joanne Sellen, Keva Steadman

Elected Members Excused: Erik Brooks, Benjamin Meyers, Jeannie Woods

Ex-Officio Members Present:  Nancy Parsons, Michelle Yager

Ex-Officio Members Excused/Absent: Kyle Mayborn

Guests Present:  none

CGE Chair Marjorie Allison called meeting to order at 3:30 in Horrabin 60 on the Macomb Campus

MINUTES, INTRODUCTIONS, AND REPORTS

Welcome to Guests:

Additions to Agenda:

Announcements:

REPORTS:

a. Office of the President
b. CAS
c. University Advising
d. Faculty Senate/Articulation Requests—One articulation request cleaned up this fall. Explanation of articulation requests—we get the challenging cases and get to decide if a class can transfer in as a gen ed. Rumen asks if we keep track of that classes are approved? Answer is yes, so that we do not have to approve the same course again.

OLD BUSINESS:

· What do we want on the CGE web page?
· Rumen notes that there seem to be two addresses for CGE
· We need to know what is the traffic on the web site and whether there are indeed two sites
· There appear to be broken links on the site
· Suggestion that we look over the site before our next meeting and come back with ideas for improvement
· Find good examples of gen ed syllabi and assignments from our respective departments and/or colleges
· Should we have a copy of the gen ed handbook online? Agreed that we should
· Is there a way to ensure that things stay uploaded? Do we have someone who can take on the responsibility of keeping the site up to date?
· Discussion of whether we can post faculty syllabus online—faculty would probably have to give permission and could not be compelled to post them. Faculty would also have to keep posting revisions. We would also have to ensure that the syllabi could not be “borrowed” by people outside the university.
· Decision is to gather syllabi and assignments and to send them to Marjorie, add the handbook to the site, and begin the process of finding someone to maintain the page—since page will inevitably have ongoing and entrenched problems without someone in charge of it
· Need a link to assessment and goals?
· Turns out the handbook is already on the site

NEW BUSINESS:

· Nancy brings up “rumblings” on campus about the size and scope of gen ed, e.g., how many gen eds we require compared to our peer institutions
· For instance, is there a way to streamline the graduation requirements for “global issues” and the gen ed requirements for multiculturalism?
· The issue of transfers and how gen eds figure into decisions to come to WIU or to attend another university in the state—or out
· The question of dual enrollment in gen ed type classes by high school students is also a factor to consider
· We need to “jumpstart” the subcommittees, assessment in particular
· The gen ed comparison committee probably has completed its work—since they turned in a report on how we compare to like institutions and nearby institutions
· Discussion of how assessment needs to come back to the department level so that faculty can discuss how to improve their offerings

Other Business?
· Issue of textbook prices raised
· Gen ed or introductory textbooks are often the hardest to borrow from other libraries
· The cost of books has become very important to students as cost of attendance and cost of books both are rising faster than the students’ ability to pay
· There was a proposal at one time to create a flat fee for each student to pay for books, in order to help students budget for their books—not sure where that stands because the person spearheading the move has moved on
· Discussion of pros and cons of open-source textbooks, like the one being used by some faculty in Sociology

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Motion: The meeting was adjourned at 4:30

CGE will next convene at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 23, 2015

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Darcy C. Plymire (CGE Secretary)

