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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes from the Council for International Education
2:00 PM, Thursday, May 5, 2016
Horrabin Hall 60

In attendance: Gary Schmidt (chair), Chandra Amaravadi, Pedro Bidegaray (ex officio), Jana Marikova, Michael Murray, Rafael Obregon, Sara Simonson (officially beginning Council service in Fall 2016) and Yong Tang.
Guest: Dr. Simon Cordery.

I.  Motion to approve CIE Minutes from April 21, 2016.
Motion seconded.  Minutes approved as written.

II.  Request for Global Issues Designation: HIST 421, Seminar in Global Environmental History (3 SH).
a.  Dr. Cordery described the HIST 421 class as another part of the History department’s ongoing effort to internationalize its curriculum.  The class is designed to introduce students to the roots of the environmental change we see today throughout the world.  Dr.  Schmidt said he was pleased with the materials submitted to the Council for inspection.  Dr. Amaravadi asked how students would choose books for the book review project described in the syllabus, to which Dr. Cordery said they would choose a title in consultation with the teacher of the class.  Dr. Schmidt said if there were no more questions, would a member of the Council move to have HIST 421 designated as a Global Issues course.  Dr. Amaravadi made the motion and Dr. Obregon seconded it.  Dr. Obregon asked if HIST 421 would be offered to graduate students as well as undergraduates, to which Dr. Cordery said, when the department secures the G suffix from the Graduate Curriculum Committee, it will be offered to both undergraduates and graduate students.  Dr. Tang said he was impressed with the fact that HIST 421 will examine air pollution in China as well as the United States and elsewhere, because although air pollution is China’s number one environmental issue, it is indeed an international problem.  Dr. Schmidt asked the Council if it was ready to vote for designating HIST 421 as a Global Issues class.  The course was approved unanimously.

III.  Old Business.
a.  Revisions to the Global Issues Questionnaire Instructions.   Dr. Schmidt circulated revised GI questionnaires, which had new wording specifically requesting that those filling out the questionnaires provide at least one specific example of how their course(s) fulfilled GI goals and objectives for each goal or objective listed.  Also, the revised GI questionnaire reminded those filling them out not to cut and paste answers from cell to cell under the goals and objectives tables.  The Council was happy with the revisions.  Dr. Amaravadi suggested the third bullet (concerning how the person filling out the questionnaire would describe to a student the ways in which the course fulfilled the Global Issues requirement) should be moved to the paragraph previous to the bullets.  Recognizing that this was a general instruction rather than a specific requirement, Dr. Schmidt agreed.  The Council then approved the revised questionnaire unanimously.

b.  Committee Procedures and Policies.  Dr. Amaravadi discussed his work on the CIE Procedures and Policies, and stated that an edited version of this document had been submitted to the Faculty Senate, and that he had sent a copy to Dr. Schmidt.  Dr. Schmidt said that this was an opportunity for the Council to redefine its role somewhat, and he asked Dr. Bidegaray for any input he felt would be useful.  Dr. Bidegaray began by saying that the CIE was in a great position to offer direction to the University as a whole in the University’s internationalization efforts.  Dr. Bidegaray noted that the Council is recognized as an advisory body by the Faculty Senate and the larger University as a whole, and that for those remaining on the Council next year, we should consider this carefully.  Dr. Marikova noted that she would not be on the Council next year as she had been a replacement for another faculty member this year.  At this point, general discussion revealed that the Council actually consisted of 13 faculty members, plus two student members who never attended Council meetings.  

1.  Dr. Amaravadi then asked what the Council could do to help internationalize the campus.  Dr. Bidegaray stated his position that the internationalization of the WIU campus will only occur with the support of the University’s administration, and that one thing the Council could do would be to advocate to faculty and administrators the importance of this initiative.  Dr. Bidegaray said that when his office talked about such internationalization efforts, or when he visited with faculty and advisors about it, he sometimes felt that his admonitions were regarded as noise or interruptions to other activities.  He said if the Council members were to advocate internationalization to our peers, the importance of the initiative would be more credible.  Dr. Bidegaray also said the Council could help to keep him and his office more accountable for getting its work done.  He said also that it was helpful that so many of the Council members were international people themselves.  

2.  Dr. Schmidt said that he would be leaving the Council in the next academic year, as his three-year term of service was finishing.  Dr. Tang discussed how he had been working with Dr. Richard Carter in the School of Distance Learning to help bring in students and visiting faculty from China.  Dr. Tang then asked if the Council should consider forming a subcommittee to concentrate on international recruitment.  Mr. Murray added that Dr. Tang had been developing a Chinese language website for the Broadcasting & Journalism department, which was an excellent recruiting tool.  Dr. Tang said he is working on such a website for the entire university.  The Council also noted the importance of 2+2 international academic programs.

IV.  Election of Officers for Next Year.  
a.  Dr. Schmidt opened the question concerning election of new officers for the Council for academic year 2016-2017, noting that the Council required a new chairperson and a secretary.  He noted that self-nominations were acceptable.  Mr. Murray nominated himself for the position of secretary.  Dr. Schmidt asked if there were any other nominations, and hearing none, Mr. Murray was elected secretary by acclamation.  Dr. Obregon nominated Dr. Amaravadi for the position of chairperson, which Dr. Amaravadi accepted.  Dr. Schmidt asked if there were any other nominations, and hearing none, Dr. Amaravadi was elected chairperson by acclamation.

V.  Other discussion.
a.  Following Council business, Dr. Bidegaray asked about item II.a in the Council minutes from April 21, 2016, which Dr. Schmidt clarified.  Dr. Bidegaray also noted that faculty led study abroad programs tend to attract many students, and asked the Council about faculty members’ roles in promoting these programs.  Dr. Obregon said that in the College of Business, the academic advisors also play a role is the development of study abroad programs, and he said that at the University of Minnesota, the decision on which classes would be taught in study abroad settings was made by an interdisciplinary group of faculty members.  Dr. Schmidt noted that in fact, that was exactly what the CIE was.  Dr. Schmidt also suggested that part of the Council’s redefinition of its role, to be discussed in the next academic year, could include rethinking how the Council contributes to the development and promotion of study abroad programs, especially when they are attached to Global Issues courses.

b.  Dr. Bidegaray asked Dr. Simonson what her interest in the Council was, to which she responded that she has always been interested in international education and the Global Issues class requirement here at Western.  Dr. Simonson said she wished to advocate for the recruitment of international students, and added that she has also been working on a study abroad program in Myanmar.

c.  Dr. Tang asked if taking a Global Issues course was a requirement for students.  Dr. Schmidt replied that students must either complete a Global Issues course or a foreign language course.

VI.  Motion to adjourn & seconded.

Next meeting in Fall 2016, exact time and location to be determined.
Minutes submitted by Michael Murray
