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The 2013 - 2014 academic year was my second year as a member of the Council for International Education (CIE) and first year as Chair of the Council.  This year CIE worked on setting up a procedure to assess previously approved General Education Global Issues (GEGI) and Discipline-Specific Global Issues (DSGI) courses, approving new courses, and furthering the discussion on updating the Foreign Language Global Issues (FLGI) requirement. 

COURSE APPROVALS
During the past academic year, CIE approved six General Education Global Issues courses and Discipline Specific Global Issues courses.  

NURS 379, International Health Care Systems
HIST  379/679, History and Culture of South Africa
HIST 380, The Great War, 1914-1918
SOC 440, Global Sociology
LEJA 331, Homeland Security Entities
CSTM 440, Engineering Technology 

The Faculty Senate approved all of these courses for Global Issues status.  

ASSESSMENT OF GEGI AND GI COURSES
Senate had given the charge to CIE for developing an assessment instrument for GI approved courses. CIE developed a plan similar to that used by the Council for General Education (CGE) for assessing general education courses. CIE is responsible for approving courses that provide Global Issues (GI) credit to students as well as assessing if and how these courses are meeting the GI goals and objectives that were previously approved by CIE.  Since last year, the Council has been working to develop a method to assess courses that have been approved for GI credit. CIE requested that all departments develop an assessment instrument which reflects the Senate-approved goals and objectives of CIE. The requested assessment instruments will be developed by faculty members teaching GI credit courses.  Once the assessment instrument is developed, Department Chairs will forward it to Faculty Senate Office Manager, Annette Hamm, who will forward it to CIE for review.  If needed, CIE may request a revision. After CIE approves it, the instrument will be used to assess GI courses. The fourth time a GI approved course is offered, involved faculty members will distribute these instruments to students in the GI class and record their responses. If a GI credit course is taught by more than one faculty member, we request that all faculty members teaching the course develop a common assessment instrument for the sake of consistency and analysis. There must be at least one question for each goal and objective that the course fulfills. From then onward, a GI course must be assessed every time it is offered. The assessment instrument should be content oriented and can be any question type based on the discipline (multiple choice, essays, case studies, etc.). Along with the assessment questionnaire, departments are requested to develop an assessment rubric to be followed by all instructors who teach the particular course. 
A cumulative summary of the results from all sections of the same course must be submitted to the Faculty Senate Office Manager, Annette Hamm, who will forward it to CIE. This process is very similar to that currently followed by the Council on General Education.  All courses that have been or will be approved for GI credit must develop an assessment instrument.  Proposals for new GI courses submitted to CIE must include an assessment instrument.  
Council expects to have all the instruments approved by the end of this academic year so that the departments can start using them in their courses. CIE plans to summarize the data collected and use the results to make necessary recommendations to the departments.

SHORT-TERM STUDY ABROAD GI COURSES
CIE unanimously voted yes to the change in policy that existing short term study abroad courses do not have to be presented to CIE for reapproval unless the course syllabus and contents of the course have changed. Change of instructor only does not warrant course reapproval.
TRANSFERING GLOBAL CREDIT FOR STUDY ABROAD COURSES TAKEN AT ANOTHER UNIVERSITY 
After discussing with Angela Lynn (Registrar), Council did not think transfer credit for study abroad is a problem because the registrar’s office has rarely come across this situation. 

UPDATING POLICY AND PROCEDURE FORM
CIE is currently working on updating the policy and procedure form for the Council. This is the first time that the policy and procedure form is being updated. A few topics in the original policy and procedure are either irrelevant or have changed over the past few years. CIE expects to have the form updated and presented to the Senate this fall.

WAIVING GI REQUIREMENT FOR VETERANS 
There was discussion on waiving the GI requirement for veterans, and it was discussed whether this could be handled through the appeal process. Some CIE members brought up the reasoning of why there should be a different appeal process for veterans. Another member said that we should accept these appeals on a case-by-case basis until we are told otherwise.

There was concern expressed that if we grant exceptions for this type of experience, this would open possibilities for other types of exceptions as well.  Would we say that the requirement is met, or that they get credit? Linda Zellmer mentioned that they receive credit for various other things. If we were going to approve this, it would be just a waiver of the requirement.

We will continue the discussion at a later date.  Some of the Council members do not agree that veterans should have special consideration for this requirement just because of their service. There are other categories of students that could have just as much intercultural experience.

CHANGES REGARDING FLGI REQUIREMENT
Gary Schmidt raised the issue of updating the foreign language requirement. Council discussed it over a number of meetings and decided to develop a proposal and bring it to Senate. Senate rejected the CIE proposal and decided to create an ad hoc committee of the Senate to study this issue when Senate meets again in Fall 2014. 

Thanks

I would like to formally thank all members of CIE for their efforts and thoughtful comments during the past year.  Special thanks to Emily Gorlewski for taking the minutes, and outgoing Council members Samit Chakravorti, Linda Zellmer, Davison Bideshi, and Miriam Brabham for their service.

Officers for 2014-2015 Academic Year

Bhavneet Walia will serve as the Chair of CIE.  
Emily Gorlewski will serve as Recording Secretary.
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