  
 COUNCIL ON CURRICULAR PROGRAMS AND INSTRUCTION

Thursday, 5 March 2026
Zoom – 3:30 p.m.

 M I N U T E S

MEMBERS PRESENT: M. Doh, C. Garcia (SGA), B. Intrieri, A. Razzaque, Y. Tang, L. Thompson, A. Valeva

MEMBERS ABSENT: C. Blackinton, E. Mannion, S. Zhang

EX-OFFICIO PRESENT: L. Baker-Sperry, S. Van Dyke

GUESTS: David Banash, Dan Barclay, Tim Roberts
I. Consideration of Minutes
A.	February 19, 2025
	MINUTES APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED
II. Announcements 
Ms. Hamm announced that the Chemistry requests were approved by Faculty Senate.
III. 	Old Business – None

IV. 	New Business 
[bookmark: _Hlk189466474]A. 	Curricular Requests from the Department of History
	1.	Request for New Course
a.	HIST 390, Introduction to Public and Digital History, 3 s.h.
				
Motion: To approve HIST 390 (Tang/Doh)
History Department Chair Tim Roberts explained that this course will supplement History’s current capstone course on public history. He said the department realized that students do not have any specific classroom encounter with the emerging field of public history until they become seniors, and they would like for students to become acquainted with some of the key concepts sooner. He also hopes that a 300-level course might attract some students from other disciplines around the university where digital applications are taught, although not in a historical context. He noted that the course will wed technology with some traditional pedagogy about history, and the department is looking forward to teaching it next spring if approved. 
Ms. Van Dyke asked if “or consent of instructor” can override both of the HIST prerequisites. Dr. Roberts replied the intent is for the instructor to be able to give permission, even if the two-course prerequisites have not been met. Ms. Van Dyke suggested that a semi-colon be added after HIST 116 and before “or consent of instructor” to make this clearer. 
Dr. Tang thinks the topic of public history plus digital history is a good one, particularly since so many things are being digitized, but he wonders if the two concepts overlap a little bit. Dr. Roberts explained that history outside the classroom is broadly defined as public history. He said it started as a much older practice from the pre-technology age, such as brick and mortar museums, which has since evolved into public history documentaries and podcasts, some of which are done in the History capstone class. He noted that public history evolved into social history in the 1960s when local history advanced and historical societies began to be created. 
Dr. Roberts explained that digital history is a new field that has emerged in the past couple of decades. He noted that digital history uses various techniques to study historical records in ways that traditional human reading cannot, such as text mining, which is a new digital history tool. He added that website development would also fall under digital history. Dr. Roberts said the two go together because public history today makes use of emerging new technologies, such as in thinking about audiences and interpreting the past in different ways depending on who is coming to your museum or watching your documentary. He stressed that this is still a history course, so critical thinking and writing skills, use of evidence, and evaluating sources for reliability will still be taught. He said the department wants to give students the chance to wed their interest in the past with skills they are actually using personally. He noted the department thinks this will be an interdisciplinary opportunity to augment what is going on elsewhere on the campus and show how digital tools can be used to study history. Chair Intrieri remarked it sounds like a fascinating course. 
Change: Add semi-colon after HIST 116 and before “or consent of instructor.”
MOTION APPROVED WITH CHANGE 6 YES – 0 NO – 0 ABSTENTIONS
	B.	Curricular Requests from the Department of English
		1.	Request for Change of Major
			a.	English
				Motion: To approve change of major (Doh/Tang)
English professor David Banash explained the changes of major and option are deeply related. He said the Department of English currently offers four options: Literature and Language, English Teacher Education, and, developed a few years ago, Creative Writing, and Professional Writing. He said they decided to offer four options in an attempt to attract new students, develop the program, and take advantage of faculty expertise, but with shrinking enrollments at WIU they cannot continue to offer four options because they cannot get all the courses to make or offer them all the time. He said the department seeks efficiency in the use of their faculty and in being able to serve their students by going back to the two majors that English has always had: Literature and Language and English Teacher Education. They are thus requesting to eliminate their Creative Writing and Professional Writing options.
Dr. Banash said the department has about 55 majors currently, 25 of which are seniors. He noted that they will also be a significantly smaller department in future. He told CCPI that English thinks they can be sustainable with 30-35 majors, but in order to make that work they will have to offer courses in a different way, make better use of their faculty, and put more students in more courses as they move through the program. He pointed out that they plan to align the course offerings, particularly in literature, with the requirements for English Teacher Education so that both the English Ed students and the Literature and Language students can take those courses together. He explained that is behind the request for changes to directed electives in the change of option. He added that the option will add some required hours in creative writing, professional writing, film, and new media. 
Dr. Banash noted that the department’s thinking is that if their students are not going into teacher education, where they have a 100 percent placement rate, then they are sticking with the traditional English major and will end up with careers in professional writing of one kind or another. He said in this case, giving them a little more depth and requiring a little more time in workshops and courses that focus on editing will be a real advantage since a lot of English students do not choose English minors. He said the department thinks that with these changes they can more efficiently use their faculty, move their students through their programs, and be sustainable with a smaller faculty and smaller number of majors going forward.
Chair Intrieri remarked that it take a lot of courage to come to terms with these realities, so he congratulates the department on that and is sorry to hear about their downturn because English is a crucial part of the university. Dr. Banash stated that WIU is not unique in this; English enrollments across the country are down for myriad reasons, including changes in technology, and the relative place of humanity vis-à-vis technology. He added that WIU is tracking with national trends. Dr. Tang remarked that every department is shrinking and it seems to be happening everywhere; Broadcast Journalism, his area, used to have four options, but the declining student populations have resulted in everyone getting smaller. 
SGA representative Chantal Garcia asked if the students who are currently enrolled in the other two options for the major will be able to finish their programs. She asked if this change will mean these options will no longer be available for incoming students. Dr. Banash explained that English will “teach out” any students currently in those two options. He said they will offer the courses to make sure that those students can finish all of their requirements, and they will graduate transcripted as they are registered. He added that the Creative Writing and Professional Writing majors will no longer be available for students to chose when entering the English program. Ms. Garcia thinks adding hours in creative and professional writing is a good alternative since those options are being eliminated. 
Dr. Banash noted that about half of English majors go on to be high school English teachers. He said the rest have traditionally been in the Literature and Language option where they focus particularly on literature and writing. He added that English majors often go on to careers in inventive and interesting things. 
Ms. Garcia asked when the change will be effective. Dr. Banash responded that it will be effective for the Fall 2026 semester. 
MOTION APPROVED 6 YES – 0 NO – 0 ABSTENTIONS
	2.	Request for Change of Option
		a.	Literature and Language
			Motion: To approve change of option (Tang/Doh)
	Dr. Banash pointed out that the only thing being changed is the directed electives, which are being brought into slightly closer alignment so that English Education and Literature and Language students can be put into the same classes. He said this should prevent having so many small classes of 5-7 students and lead to classes of 15-18 students. He thinks the slightly larger requirements in the areas of creative and professional writing, film and new media will round out the major in terms of the kinds of career options that students are going after.
	Dr. Doh asked why the form says “or when appropriate” at the top of page 3 in the list of directed electives. Dr. Banash explained that those are 400-level topics classes which can count for the social justice category of English Education. He said they only count if those topics line up with the goals of the social justice category, so the student needs to work with the chair and advisor to make sure they can be counted. He added that English has typically had this flexibility, so it is not a new innovation.
	Dr. Doh observed that the internship is listed as a course that would fulfill professional writing skills. She wonders, since students will be interning in different places, how the department make sure they get consistent experience with professional writing. She thinks one agency may provide two opportunities, for example, while another agency may give them more. Dr. Banash responded that the professional writing faculty develop those internship plans and oversee them, and they are pretty elaborate. He explained that they work with particular offices, businesses, and local government, and faculty are deeply in touch before any internship happens; faculty have worked on the ground in order to create the internships and all the requirements around them. He added that there is a lot of paperwork involved at the departmental level as students go into these internships. Dr. Banash noted that students have to provide a portfolio of work from their internships and hit various requirements, and they have to check in with the professor who is overseeing the internship, so these things are very closely looked at. He added that English does not ask students to go find their own internship and then approve it in some way. Dr. Banash said while it is one of the most difficult parts of being professional writing faculty to find and set up these internships, they have had good luck in working with some major corporations, such as John Deere, and with local and county governments, so it has been very successful. 
Chair Intrieri asked if students are placed with advertising firms. Dr. Banash responded that while some students go into marketing, it tends to be in-house rather than advertising firms. He noted that some English students go into marketing and sometimes even start their own businesses. He recalled that several English students started a social media management business to manage the social media for small businesses; they write and edit the posts and produce corporate newsletters. 
Dr. Doh suggested that if A and C are being deleted from the directed electives, the form indicate DELETE in the proposed column across from them. 
Dr. Tang asked if the BA in English is the only major or if there are others. Dr. Banash responded that there are two major options: Literature and Language and Teacher Education. He said the Teacher Education option is where the department trains future high school teachers; about half of their majors go into this, and this area is where the department hopes to grow. He reiterated that they have 100 percent placement for graduates of this option, and Illinois is in desperate need of teachers. He added that while this is a growth area for the department, it is hard to convince people these days to stake their future on education.  
Ms. Van Dyke pointed out that ENG 400, 401, and 409 are variable credit 1-3 s.h. but they are under a heading that says “choose one course.” She asked if students will be allowed to take 1 s.h. of one of these courses to fulfill this section. Dr. Banash responded that they will. He said most students take these courses for 3 s.h., but sometimes students want to pick up an extra hour of a course for one reason or another. He said a student may want to cover part of the topic of a course but not the whole thing because of a topic they want to do a specialty in, or they may want to just do the reading list in a course. He added that this was done more in the past than it is currently.
Changes: 
· Change “BA in Literature and Language” to “BA in English” in the gray box. 
· On page 4, for Any Minor, change to 16 hours rather than zero in the existing and proposed columns.
· Indicate DELETE across from A and C in directed electives.
MOTION APPROVED WITH CHANGE 7 YES – 0 NO – 0 ABSTENTIONS
V. 	Provost’s Report 

	Associate Provost Baker-Sperry said that the position of Administrative Aide is still open in the Provost’s office for one more week. She told CCPI members to encourage anyone who they think would be able to fill Linda Prosise’s former position to be sure to apply. She said the position is detail-heavy and works with curriculum and with the undergraduate catalog. 

Motion: To adjourn (Tang)	

The Council adjourned at 4:07 p.m.  

				Respectfully submitted,

				Annette Hamm, Faculty Senate Office Manager 
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