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Fall 2022
By Amy Carr, WIU’s representative to the Faculty Advisory Council

Here are some highlights from fall FAC meetings. Many other topics are touched on during the course of FAC meetings, which run monthly from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. For a deeper dive, see the minutes for each month. 
Here are some items covered every month in the fall:
1. Illinois Commission on Equitable Funding  Every month in the fall included reports from Jen Delaney, public university representative on the IBHE Board, about the use of an “adequacy” funding model for public universities that is modeled on K-12 funding. Jen believes that this is inappropriate (e.g., public universities lack a property tax base), overly-complicated, micromanaging, misses dimensions of higher ed (such as research), and will work against equity.  Jen and the FAC working group on Higher Ed Funding voiced such concerns in public comments made to the ICEF’s working groups.

2. Caucus and Working Group Reports  During each FAC meeting, faculty spend time in a caucus for their institutional type (public universities, community colleges, or privates). Faculty also spend time in a working group:  1) Early College and/or Online Remote Learning (I am on this WG), 2) Higher Ed Funding, 3) Equity, 4) Student Debt and Affordability, 5) Mental Health (student and faculty), or 6) Prior Learning Assessment.

September 2022 at Illinois Central College

· Joe Bergman, ICC Dean, described a pilot program for measuring student readiness. GPA was as effective of a predictor of success as placement tests.
· Sophia Gelhausen Anderson, IBHE Senior Associate Director of Policy, presented on “IBHE Initiatives for Wrap-Around Student Supports.”

October 2022 at Benedictine University

· Dr. Ken Newbold, Provost and Chief Academic Officer at Benedictine University, presented on DEI. Benedictine University pursues many of the same DEI initiatives as other universities, but frames them in relation to Benedictine values of listening, community, and hospitality.

· U.S. Representative Sean Casten (D-6th District) spoke about the federal government’s relationship to higher ed funding, past and present. Public investment in education is historically what made the US a leader in the 20th century. The rising cost of health care forced states to direct state funding to health care instead of higher ed. There is misinformation about government accounting in claims that forgiving student loan debt costs taxpayers. Quality, access, and affordability remain key to education at all levels. We need to know that our current conventions about higher education funding are conventions; we can think beyond them.

November 22 Meeting on Zoom

· “IBHE Data Tools and Overview of New Data for Illinois Graduate Programs” – presented by IBHE staff members Dr. Eric Lichtenberger, David Smalley, and Dr. Yasamin Khoshpour. Graduate students make up 35% of all higher ed students in Illinois. Check out the IHEIS website for various ways to search statewide higher ed data.

· The External Social Benefits of Higher Education. Jennifer Delaney, Associate Professor of Education Policy, Organization, and Leadership, UIUC; Walter McMahon, Professor of Economics and Professor of Education Emeritus, UIUC shared the findings described in their co-edited book, which takes a global, comparative approach. Higher education’s social (not just private) benefits help nations grow, support democracy, and are a fundamental rationale for why there should be public or private charitable support for higher education. Two key themes: both the level and the methods of public (and private) funding of higher education really matter. Also, in many places globally, free university education is often correlated with an admission restricted to the elite, based on entrance exam test scores. 

December 16 Meeting at Prairie State (Community) College

· Michael Anthony, President of Prairie State College, spoke on letting go of traditional programs, cutting underutilized programs and creating programs/courses that meet workforce needs and that connect culturally with more students.
· Sophia Gelhausen Anderson spoke on the IBHE Sexual Misconduct Climate Survey
· Rebecca Buckle spoke on Prairie State’s Dental Hygiene program
· Historian Justin Pairseau described Prairie State’s Certificate in African & African American Studies, which can be combined with an AA degree

· Jackie Moreno of the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) described programs that help first-generation students connect to college: the near-mentoring offered in each of Illinois’ community college districts through ISACorps; Illinois GearUp for middle school students; and the First Generation Scholars Network for students before and during their first year in college. She also described questions to prompt thoughtful course design and social capital-building that faculty can develop with first generation students in mind.
Please see the minutes for fuller information about all of the above presentations, as well as topics discussed in the caucuses and working groups.
