(1) HIST 491: Capstone Seminar in History
Sec. 001: Witchcraft
Spring 2012


Class meetings: MWF 12:00-12:50 Morgan 307
Instructor: Professor J. McNabb






Email: JL-Mcnabb@wiu.edu

Office: Morgan 461 (Tel # 298-3693)


Office Hours: MWF 11-11:50, T 2:00-2:50, and by appt.

*I am often available to meet at other times, so please do not hesitate to contact me for an appointment outside normal office hours.*

INTRODUCTION: Welcome to HIST 491, the Department of History’s undergraduate capstone seminar. Because this course fulfills the University Writing Instruction in the Disciplines (WID) requirement for History majors, one of our emphases during the semester will be the improvement of your writing through critique and revision, culminating in the completion of a research paper on a topic of your selection related to the history of witchcraft (2, 4, 5). During the semester you will learn how to formulate and refine research questions; to locate, read, evaluate, and use both primary and secondary sources for material relevant to your research questions; and to draw your own conclusions from those sources. (5) You will also learn how to improve your writing skills through multiple drafts and revisions of your own writing and to critique the scholarship of others, both published academics and your peers.
Because this course is a seminar, it depends on the active participation of all students each class session. Your attendance is mandatory, and your involvement in class activities and discussions is also required. Your verbal comments need to reflect your completion of reading assignments as well as your ability to express insightful conclusions based on analysis of reading and research. Your written work needs to reflect your understanding of the research and writing methodologies discussed in this class. Please note: You need to *earn* the part of your grade that comes from class attendance and participation; simply showing up each week does not guarantee a passing grade. The success of this seminar will be determined by your level of energy and effort, so make the commitment to be in class for every session and to be prepared to make quality contributions. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Students will 1) learn critical thinking skills through the analysis of primary and secondary sources relating to the topic of the history of witchcraft, 2) learn how to express their ideas effectively and in proper format through class participation and a variety of writing assignments, 3) learn to evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, and contributions of available scholarship, and 4) learn to create a paper of significant length that draws independent conclusions based on the conduct of historical research.
PREREQUISITES: History major; HIST 105, 106, 125, and 201; at least two upper-division History courses; ENG 280; junior or senior standing; and permission of department adviser. If you have not met all of these prerequisites, you will be dropped from the course.
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: A large portion of your course grade (20%) will be determined by your presence and participation in weekly course sessions, so attending class is obviously imperative. All unexcused absences will reduce your semester grade, so be in class, be alert (no sleeping, reading the paper, text messaging, doing homework, or other activities that take your attention away from class), and make contributions to class activities. Participation means asking questions, completing all assigned reading and homework assignments, keeping up with WesternOnline (see below), bringing the required books  ((4) bring Turabian to each class session as a reference guide), showing interest in the work of your peers, and demonstrating an interest in course material. This course is about research and writing, but it is also about the process of research and writing, so you need to be in class to participate in and complete that process. ***Missing nine or more class sessions will result in a failing grade for the course.***
(2, 3) Your major written assignment for this course is a research paper on a topic related to the history of witchcraft. At various points during the semester, you will be submitting drafts and revisions of materials related to your research and writing process (your topic proposal, research questions, annotated bibliography, endnotes/footnotes, notes on your primary and secondary sources, outlines, thesis statement, introduction, quotations); these preliminary assignments will comprise 15% of your course grade. Your completed paper (fifteen pages of text in length, plus notes, bibliography, and title page) is due at the start of class on Monday, April 16th and is worth 20% of your semester grade. The revised paper (maximum twenty pages of text) is due at the start of class on Monday, April 30th and is worth 10% of your semester grade. (5) An important part of the research and writing process involves constructive, professional critique for and from one’s peers. You will be providing such a critique for a paper written by one of your colleagues in the class. That critique, three pages in length in addition to your written comments on the paper itself, will account for 5% of your grade. Finally, the final week of the regular semester will be devoted to oral presentations of your research, worth 10% of your semester grade, during which time you will teach your research to your classmates in the form of a professional presentation and answer questions about your methods and findings. The assignments associated with the research paper thus constitute 60% of your semester grade.
(7)  The remainder of your grade in the course will be derived from a series of essays and analyses based on the course texts that you will write during the first portion of the semester. These assignments, listed on the schedule below and described in more detail in handouts provided in class, are worth the remaining 20% of your grade. The semester breakdown is as follows:
Attendance/Class participation




@20%

Preliminary writing assignments and in-class exercises

@20%

Research paper and related exercises



@60%








  100%

Semester grades will make use of the plus/minus system and be given on the following scale: 

90-92=A- 
93-100=A

80-82=B-
83-86=B
87-89=B+

70-72=C-
73-76=C
77-79=C+

60-62=D-
63-66=D
67-69=D+

59 and below=F
REQUIRED TEXTS (for purchase at the University Union Bookstore and Chapman’s): 
Sharpe, James. Witchcraft in Early Modern England. Harlow, UK: Longman, 2001.

(4) Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 7th ed. Chicago: University of 


Chicago Press, 2007. *BRING TURABIAN TO EACH CLASS MEETING*
COURSE CONTENT AND WEEKLY SCHEDULE (Please note: This weekly schedule is subject to revision at the discretion of the professor. Any changes will be announced in class and posted on WesternOnline): (6: formal writing assignments in 9 of 15 weeks with opportunities for revision; in-class writing activities each week)
WEEK 1 (Jan. 18, 20): Course Introduction; Introduction to Witchcraft studies. Bring Sharpe to class.
DUE 1/20: Sharpe, Ch. 1
DUE 1/20: Turabian, Ch. 1

DUE 1/20: (4) Bibliographic and Footnote Citation Skills Assessment
WEEK 2 (Jan. 23, 25, 27): Historical Interpretations. Bring Sharpe to class.
DUE 1/23: Sharpe, Chs. 2-4
WEEK 3 (Jan. 30, Feb. 1, 3): Preliminary Research and Writing. Bring Sharpe to class.
DUE 1/30: Sharpe, Chs. 5-6
DUE 1/30: Turabian, Ch. 2

DUE 2/1: Godbeer, “Introduction: Explaining the Salem Witch Hunt” (at WesternOnline)
DUE 2/3: (4) Written proposal of research paper topic
WEEK 4 (Feb. 6, 8, 10): Primary Sources. Bring Sharpe to class.
DUE 2/6: : (2, 3)  Historiographical Essay (on Sharpe, Parts One and Two)

DUE 2/8: Sharpe, Part Three
WEEK 5 (Feb. 15, 17): Conducting Research I. Bring Sharpe to class.
DUE 2/15: Turabian, Ch. 3

DUE 2/15: (2, 3) Primary Source Essay (on Sharpe, Part Three)
DUE 2/17: Library Workshop. Meet in Malpass Library for a research class. Bring your paper topic for workshop exercises.
WEEK 6 (Feb. 20, 22, 24): Conducting Research II 
DUE 2/22: Turabian, Ch. 4
DUE 2/22: (2, 3) Independent Secondary Source Essay
DUE 2/22: Draft formulation of research question

WEEK 7 (Feb. 27, 29, March 2): Conducting Research III
DUE 2/29: (2, 3) Independent Primary Source Essay
DUE 2/29: Revised research question based on preliminary research and working bibliography
WEEK 8 (March 5, 7, 9): Conducting Research IV
DUE 3/7: (2, 3) Independent Historiographical Essay
DUE 3/7: Revised and updated research question
WEEK 9 (March 12, 14, 16): NO CLASSES – Spring Break 
WEEK 10 (March 19, 21, 23): Organization and Argument: Crafting a Thesis

DUE 3/21: Turabian, Ch. 5

DUE 3/21: Draft subject-matter outline, updated working bibliography, research notes 
WEEK 11 (March 26, 28, 30): Organization and Argument: Topic Sentences and Essay Structure
DUE 3/28: Turabian, Chs. 6-7

DUE 3/28: Draft thesis statement, (2, 3) draft of paper introduction, revised subject-matter outline, research notes
WEEK 12 (April 2, 4, 6): NO CLASSES – (4) Individual meetings with professor
READ: Turabian, Chs. 8-9

DUE at meeting: Topic sentence outline, revised thesis statement, research notes, draft paper
WEEK 13 (April 9, 11, 13): NO CLASSES – Finish the first submission of your research paper
READ: Turabian, Chs. 10-11
WEEK 14 (April 16, 18, 20): The Art of the Professional, Constructive Peer Critique
DUE 4/16: (2, 3) TWO COPIES OF COMPLETED RESEARCH PAPER (one for prof, one for peer reader) 
WEEK 15 (April 23, 25, 27): Final Draft Preparations
DUE 4/23: Turabian, Chs. 12-13
DUE 4/23: (2, 3, 5) Two copies of written critique of peer’s paper (one for author and one for prof)

DUE 4/23: Marked-up copy of peer’s paper (for return to peer, via prof)

WEEK 16 (April 30, May 2, 4): Research Presentations
DUE 4/30: (2, 3, 5) REVISED RESEARCH PAPER
NO FINAL EXAM
NOTE: Incompletes will not automatically be granted. If exceptional circumstances require an “I” grade, the incomplete must be arranged before the final day of class (May 4th).
WesternOnline: I have designed a WesternOnline companion site for this course, and you must check it frequently for announcements, instructions, extra copies of class materials, communicating with other students, and accessing your grades. The “Mail” and “Discussions” features will allow you to contact me and any other member of the class easily.
To access this course on WesternOnline:

1. Go to https://westernonline.wiu.edu 
2. Log in using your ECOM ID and password
3. Your personal My WesternOnline page will appear. Available courses are listed at the top of the page under Course List. 
4. Click the link "HIST 491 - Section 001 – “Spring 2012(CAP SEM HIST)" to enter the class. This will take you to the course Homepage where you will be able to access a broad range of features. Check in early and often.
WesternOnline can be very valuable in helping you have a successful experience in this course. Be sure to take advantage of it!
ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES: Please observe all announcements and policies stated below in addition to those discussed above.

· If illness or an emergency keeps you from submitting an essay or homework assignment or taking an exam, please notify the instructor immediately, preferably before the due date of an assignment. Make-ups and extensions will not be scheduled without a written medical excuse or verification of the emergency. Late assignments will not be accepted – you must turn in a hard copy at the start of class on the due date.
· (3) Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this course. Academic honesty requires that ideas and information taken from another source for use in your own work, whether or not you directly quote the source, be fully acknowledged. Failure to follow this policy on any assignment will result in a penalty that may range from a lowered grade on the assignment to an “F” in the course. Please familiarize yourself with WIU’s Academic Dishonesty Policy (http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php) to avoid potential problems. See also http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students/ for information concerning Student Rights and Responsibilities.
· ADA Statement: “In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), academic accommodations may be made for any student who notifies the instructor of the need for an accommodation. For the instructor to provide the proper accommodation(s) you must obtain documentation of the need for an accommodation through Disability Resource Center (DRC) and provide it to the instructor. It is imperative that you take the initiative to bring such needs to the instructor's attention, as he/she is not legally permitted to inquire about such particular needs of students. Students who may require special assistance in emergency evacuations (i.e. fire, tornado, etc.) should contact the instructor as to the most appropriate procedures to follow in such an emergency. Contact Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 298-2512 for additional services.”
