Writing Instruction in the Disciplines (WID) Council

Minutes
February 16, 2026
3:30-4:30 pm, Zoom meeting

Presents: Matthew Balk (ex officio), Eun Go, Hadley Kamminga-Peck, Bill Knox, Hollie Mason, Nathan Miczo (Chair), Lisa Parzefall (ex officio)

1. Call to order
2. Approval of Agenda
a. All approved
3. Approval of Minutes
a. All approved for January 26, 2026
4. Over/Under-Enrollment Update
a. 10-day counts
i. Okay with WID courses that are just 10% overenrolled
ii. No standard for underenrolled courses, just been tracking for last couple of years
iii. Quite a few underenrolled courses, some are capstone so typically have smaller number of individuals
iv. Going through list to see nature of course
v. Understanding of likelihood that some courses are naturally underenrolled
vi. Consider recommendation for Faculty Senate for underenrolled courses
vii. Good writing instruction may be happening, may be missing out on peer editing (although not requirement of WID)
viii. Considering seeing if the green sheet can be listed in alphabetical order instead of by STAR number (suggestion from Bill Knox)
ix. Capstone may be the last course a student takes, but is this best practice? Are students getting instruction in writing before capstone? (question from Matthew Balk)
x. Question of program requirements - how many WID courses for each program? (question from Hollie Mason) - not sure on the requirements, note that SPED has at least 3, but thoughts are that each program has one - may need a follow-up
b. Emails sent to Department Chairs
5. WID Knowledge Test for Spring 2026 - draft by Bill Knox
a. Knowledge Test for faculty members
b. Multiple choice as a good option
c. Add an “are you a WID instructor” as a question
d. Add a paragraph about general knowledge, no pressure
e. Could allow for faculty to look up information so we know that the information is accessible
f. Expectation of low response rate
g. Considerations of how to “sweeten” the effort of completing the survey
h. Considerations of other demographic information (what unit? What program? etc)
i. Possibility of providing feedback/correct answer so they learn from the survey - Google Forms as a Quiz (under settings) to send feedback
j. Thoughts on keeping it multiple choice
k. Deadline for edits - end of next week for final feedback/getting into quiz format
l. Date for disbursement - potentially beginning of March (March 2) 
m. How to distribute
n. Give two weeks for responses, run from March 2 - 15, with reminder on March 9
o. What to do with data?
6. Activities for Spring 2026
a. Review of reviews
i. No further update on anything specific
ii. First two colleges reviewed had one format, other two had different format, not compatible 
iii. Create a list from the two colleges in shared drive
iv. Divide courses to be reviewed
v. Compile problem areas and figure out how to make comparable - could be done by March or April meeting
vi. Purpose to see what is systematically repeated across courses
vii. Discover what to include in workshop in April
viii. Old WID files given to Nathan, considering what to do with original documents and establishment of WID council - possibly scan in and archive in shared folder, folder of “archives” 
b. “What is WID?” workshop
i. Finding a date
1. Who wants to/is willing to participate?
2. What are those people’s availability?
3. Possibly after April 13 (April meeting)
4. Week of April 20?
5. In-person? Zoom? In-person seems better but Zoom would open up more availability - hybrid possibility 
6. Include a section in the Knowledge Test about what people would like to know more about, include a few examples and make it open-ended to start getting some ideas of what people want to know
7. Update: Review of Guidelines and WID homepage
a. Sending changes to guidelines document, will need to be Faculty Senate approved
b. Nathan to track changes and share document for WID Council review
c. Will start with final section on reviewing courses which does not align with what we’ve been doing
d. Some other less extensive changes
e. Nathan will make it a document that can be shared for recommendations and approval from WID Council
f. Current membership has been updated
8. New Business
a. Matthew Balk motion to adjourn
b. Bill Knox seconds

