Settling in Macomb
1. Set Up a Bank Account
During orientation and the first few weeks of school, we will provide transportation to the bank for you to open an account, if you choose to do so. Please check your emails to learn more information about the date and times for our bank trip.
Most students choose to open an account at Citizens Bank or Woodforest National Bank because a Social Security number is not required. We recommend our students to explore the different banking options available to make sure they best fit your needs. Below are the banks located in Macomb:

· Citizens Bank
A Division of Morton Community Bank
http://www.hometownbanks.com
Main Branch
127 South Side Square
309-833-4551

West Branch
1100 West Jackson St.
309-837-0667
 
East Branch
1400 East Jackson St.
309-837-0685

Citizens Bank ATM is located in the University Union.
 
· United Community Bank 
https://www.ucbbank.com
Main Branch
430 West Jackson St.
309-837-9988

East Branch 
1700 East Jackson St.
309-833-2778
 
· Woodforest National Bank (inside Walmart)
https://www.woodforest.com
1730 E Jackson St.
309-837-1155
 
For more information on banking and ATM locations, please visit: http://www.wiu.edu/about/banking.php.

2. Choose a Cell Phone Plan
Some students choose to bring a phone from their home to use in the U.S.; however it is not guaranteed to work with the frequencies here. A good resource to check to see if your phone will work before arriving is https://willmyphonework.net. Some students choose to buy a phone once they arrive to ensure that it will work within the U.S.
There are many phone carriers in the U.S. ranging from pre-paid (pay as you go) or long term plans. Major providers in the Macomb area are Verizon Wireless, US Cellular, Cricket Wireless, T-Mobile, and AT&T. Some carriers also have specials for international students like Verizon and AT&T. 
There are also other prepaid plans that can be purchased at Walmart. Prepaid plans are a good option for some as they do not require a Social Security number, provide flexibility for cancellation with no long-term contracts and usually do not have security deposits or penalties.
It is important to do research to see which plans will work best for you. Asking current students about their plans are helpful in deciding which carrier and plan to use. Some website that can help you in your research are:
https://www.whistleout.com/CellPhones
https://www.reviews.org/mobile/best-cell-phone-plans/

Tips:
●      If you are bringing an unlocked phone from your home country and would like to purchase a SIM card for your phone, the best options are to go to Verizon or AT&T.
●      Most cell phone companies charge for all calls, outgoing AND incoming, though many have free calling within their network.
●      Some plans give you a set number of minutes per month. Overage minutes are charged at a much higher rate. Check your plan to see if weekend and nighttime minutes are free.
●      Text messaging (SMS) typically carries an additional charge if not included in a plan. Ask about adding texting to your plan, as well as for any special international calling plans.
●      Check with each cell phone carrier about coverage areas and reception. With some carriers, you have better coverage over a larger area than others do.
●      If you are planning to get a contract, once the contract is signed, you will be required to pay for the entire length of the contract.  If you leave your contract before your contract period ends, you will be expected to pay a high fee. If you pay a deposit and then break your contract, you may not be able to get your deposit back.


3. Familiarize yourself with Transportation Options
a. Bus System
GoWest is our local bus system that is completely FREE for all WIU students. It has 15 routes all over the town and runs seven days a week. To familiarize yourself with the routes go to http://www.wiu.edu/student_services/go_west/live/
You can also track the buses live so that you know where they are and when to expect them through http://www.gowesttransit.com/routes
Another way to familiarize yourself with the routes is to use the GPS (Google Maps or Apple Maps) on your phone. Simply input your destination and change the method of transportation to public transport. It will tell you where the nearest bus stop is at and how to reach your destination.

b. Car/Driver’s License/Insurance
· Driver’s License
To be eligible for an Illinois Driver’s License you MUST:
· Have a Social Security Number
· Program on your I-20/DS-2019 must be at least one year long
· Must have at least 6 months left in your program when applying
· Completed a certified 6 hour adult driver’s education program through a certified provider (only for 18-20 years old)
***If you do not have a SSN then you may qualify for an Illinois Temporary License. You must follow all other eligibility requirements. This license is only valid for up to three years.

Application Process
· Review the Illinois Rules of the Road Manual
· Complete application at a DMV location.
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
466 S. Deere Road; Macomb, IL
309-833-5661
*** Please note they are close on Sundays and Mondays
· Documents to bring:
· Passport
· I-20
· I-94 card 
· Address information (you will need two separate documents—one can be a copy of the address screen on your STARS account) 
· See Group D on this Acceptable IDs
· Social Security card (if you have a SSN) 
· Take vision test and written test based upon the Illinois Rules of the Road Manual
· If you pass the vision and written test, then you will take the road test.
· Must bring a car and proof of car insurance
· Pay Fee
· 18-20 years old: $5
· 21-68 years old: $30
· Car Insurance		










· Learner’s Permit
If you need to practice driving, you must first obtain a learner’s permit. To learn more about obtaining a learner’s permit or if you must have one before getting a driver’s license, read https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/driver_education/instructpermit.html

· Car Insurance
You are legally required to car insurance. Driving without car insurance is illegal and can result in a ticket. Keep your insurance information and car registration in your car at all times.There are many insurance companies out there, we highly suggest you research to see which insurance works best for you. Below are some insurance agencies located in Macomb:
· Allstate
28 W. Side Sq.
309-837-3233
https://agents.allstate.com/stacy-foxall-macomb-il.html
 
· Citizens Insurance Services
127 S. Side Sq.
309-837-0609
http://www.unland.com/personal/auto-insurance
 
· Country Financial Agency
1601 W. Jackson St., Ste. 103
309-836-2885
http://www.countryfinancial.com/

4. Learn about Macomb
