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Hello Leatherneck families!

     As your student navigates their journey at Western Illinois
University, they will be faced with countless opportunities to get
involved, grow, and find their community. One pathway they may
be considering—or perhaps haven't even thought about yet—is
joining a fraternity or sorority.
     We know that for many families, the words "fraternity",
"sorority", or "Greek Life" might bring to mind outdated media
stereotypes. However, the modern fraternity and sorority
experience at WIU is deeply rooted in fostering an inclusive,
supportive environment where all students can build lifelong
organizational bonds, excel academically, and find  a true home
away from home. If you and your student are wondering whether
this community is the right fit, we want to share what the latest
national, peer-reviewed research says about the real, tangible
value of the fraternity and sorority experience and share some
great data points from our FSL community at WIU.
     For more information about why Fraternity and Sorority Life is
important to you student’s development, use the QR code or visit
www.wiu.edu/student_success/greek_life/parentsAlumni.php
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WIU’s Office of Student Engagement and School of Agriculture look forward
to welcoming you to the 8th Annual Family Day BBQ Competition and
Tasting on Sat., Sept. 19, 2026 from 2pm to 5pm. Including live music,

activities for the entire family, bags tournament, and the battle for the best
BBQ around, followed by the Fighting Leatherneck game at 6 pm! Food will
be served while supplies last so don't be late to the fun. For more info, to

purchase tickets and t-shirts, visit: wiu.edu/familyday

WIU Family Day BBQ

“Grill Me Baby One More Time”

http://wiu.edu/familyday


‘Neck News: Connect with Social Media  

@westerniluniv

Want to join the Parent & Family Association? Visit wiu.edu/parents_and_family

@wiuathletics
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@wiubookstore

Apply for WIU
scholarships today!

Western Illinois University (WIU)
scholarships are designed to reduce
financial barriers, support you in achieving
your goals, and unleash your full potential. 

Parents and Family Association members
receive access to the following scholarships: 

PFA Lawrence Blatchley Memorial
Scholarship 
PFA Gold Scholarship 
PFA Dalcamo Leadership
Scholarship 
Parent & Family Association (PFA)
Book Award
First Generaion Initiative Scholarship
(Application Opens Jan. 2027)

For more information about PFA Gold
Scholarships, visit: wiu.edu/pfa

Deadline: March 1, 2027

https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12175
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12175
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12548
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12556
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12556
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12253
https://wiu.academicworks.com/opportunities/12253


August 19-23, 2026
Move-In Weekend/First Four Day Events

August 24, 2026
First Day of Fall Classes

September 19, 2026
8th Annual Family Day BBQ

October 16, 2026
Fall Break - No Classes

October 23-25, 2026
Homecoming Weekend

November 23-27, 2026
Thanksgiving Break - No Classes

December 14-18, 2026
Final Exam Week

December 19, 2026
Undergraduate/Graduate Commencement

December 19, 2026- January 18, 2027
Winter Break

January 19, 2027
First Day of Spring Classes

March 15-19, 2027
Spring Break -  No Classes

APRIL 16-18, 2027
Family and Friends Weekend

May 10-14, 2027
Final Exam Week

May 15, 2027
Undergraduate/Graduate Commencement

SAVE THESE DATES
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Family & Student Resources at Western 

◽This is a publication of  New Student and Family Programs (NSFP), a department of 
Western Illinois University’s Student Success Division
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Housing & Dining Services

◽ Leatherneck Family Newsletter Editor: Tammie Leigh Brown-Edwards, Hope Chicago Program Coordinator/Success Coach
◽ Contact NSFP  📞 309-298-1131   📧 nsfp@wiu.edu            @nsfpwiu

Office of NSFP Campus Event 
Calendar

Student Support 
Services

Leatherneck Link

MEET THE NSFP SUMMER TEAM

TAMMIE LEIGH BROWN-EDWARDSTAMMIE LEIGH BROWN-EDWARDS

Hope Chicago Program CoordinatorHope Chicago Program Coordinator

Academic Success CoachAcademic Success Coach
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DR. MICHELLE JANISZDR. MICHELLE JANISZ

Director of New StudentDirector of New Student  
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WIU Alumnus?!

#WIUMovein
#HOMESWEETWIU

Leatherneck Legacy 
Welcome Stop
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