Council on Admission, Graduation and Academic Standards
Minutes
April 28, 2022

 
[bookmark: _Hlk88207550]Members present: 	Samson Adeleke, Graciela Andrango, Denny Barr, Brian Bellot, Julie Brines, Julie Cox, Dave Hunter, Megan Owens, Tim Waldrop
	
Members absent:	Jason Covert
		 
Ex-Officio present: 		Samantha Klingler, Sarah Lawson, Mark Mossman

Ex-Officio absent:		Patty Mason, Kim Moreno,

Guests present: 		Dr. Lea Monahan, Director, School of Nursing
						Dr. Jim Schmidt, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Sciences		 

The Council met from 2:00 p.m. to 3:04 p.m. via Zoom. The next CAGAS meeting will be Thursday, May 5, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions.
	 

Discussion – Admissions Requirements to the Nursing major 
Approved – 5
Denied – 1
Abstained - 2

Date:	November 17, 2021
To:	CAGAS
From: 	L. Monahan, Director School of Nursing
Re: 	Admission requirements to the nursing major

Issue:	Over the past several years, the nursing students being admitted seem to be deficient in basic skills: reading, language, math, science. We have been having to add basic content to our already packed nursing curriculum and it is getting to be unrealistic that students are admitted to us with a base in academic skills. If all of our students came though WIU for their Gen Ed and nursing support course requirements, I’m not sure there would be an issue. But they don’t. They get these requirements from community colleges or bring in the requirements from advanced placement in high school. The content of the courses from other areas is inconsistent but the bottom line is that we are getting students who are not prepared for the rigors of nursing and these students struggle to catch up; some pass and remain in the program and others drop out or worse, fail.

ATI (Assessment Technologies Institute) has an entrance exam used by many other nursing programs to help select candidates who are at risk or who would do well in the nursing program. The TEAS (TEST of Essential Academic Skills) will measure basic skills of potential candidates for admission to nursing. We want to add this test to our admission process for the major. The test measures:

Reading (53 questions)
English and language (28 questions)
Math (36 questions)
Science (53 questions)

TEAS is a 209 minutes timed assessment with 170 multiple choice questions and 20 unscored pretest questions and it is normed at the national and program level. It is proctored and administered by 
ATI Nursing, who calculates and provides the scores to us. 

At the present time, we do not know what a reasonable cutoff score would be for us to use for admittance. So, the first 3 years, the test would be used, there will be no cut off score. Those scores will be accumulated and compared with the scores on the Fundamentals Test our students take after completing NURS 310 Fundamentals of Nursing. The Fundamentals Test is an ATI test so it is not developed by us. By correlating the entrance TEAS scores with the Fundamental Test, we will be able to have a score we can use as a cut off score for the TEAS beginning in 2026. ATI will do all of the calculations so that removes any bias we may have inadvertently used in calculating.
We would like to add the TEAS to the entrance requirements beginning March 1, 2023 with no cutoff score; beginning March1, 2026 we will have accumulated enough data to establish a cutoff score to use in admission decisions to the School of Nursing.

Substitution/Waiver
					Accept transfer courses: SP15 – CS 101; SP19 – MATH elective; SU19 - MATH elective to count in 							Natural Science/Math gen. ed. area or waive 2 s.h. from the NS/M gen. ed. area - DENIED

Backdated Degree
						Student thought she graduated (walked in ’91 commencement) but failed to fill out a graduation 
						application 	APPROVED

Late Withdrawal
Selective
							SP22		ET 356-01			APPROVED
		


							SP22		ECON 232-I02		APPROVED		
										ACCT 201-I01


							SP22		ARTS 215-01			DENIED
		


							SP22		PHIL 120-I01			APPROVED
		

Total
							FL21		ACCT 201-01			APPROVED	
										AGRI 340-02
										HORT 357-01
										HORT 483-01
										COMM 130-02
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