SUAA Board Minutes
Zoom Meeting
Thursday, August 7. 2025

Those present were Metz-Jennings, Richmond, Downin, Barker, Ramsey, Rock, Werling, Farr, Pano, McLean. 
1.  Approval of minutes- approved as corrected. McLean/Downin
2. Treasurer’s report- approved as received. Farr/ Pano
3. Survivor Assistance- Blackledge sent information. The following members have passed away since our last meeting: Essie Rutledge, Dana Bray, Janice Hart, Ronda K. Wilmont, Sandra Fowler, Richard Crockett, Kerry Dee Ebbert, Marcia Crisp, Anthony Ton Bowling, Jim Keeting, Neil Huston.
4. Membership- Farr reported there are 453 members for our local membership.
5. Social- Dallinger sent a report. She would like to propose the following dates for our luncheon meeting for the year. She has already checked with Carlene Callison and the Wesley United Methodist Church as to availability of facilities and individuals. The following dates were approved:  Fall meeting- October 21, Snow Bunny meeting -February 3 with a snow date of February 10 and Spring meeting – April 14. All are on Tuesdays at noon. Farr/Barker
6. SURS- Rock reported the investment portfolio is up 7.1%.
7. Legislative- Pano reported that the State of Illinois budget has passed. It is balanced on paper with a $100,000,000 surplus. The budget will be affected by tariffs and other developments of underfunding state universities, especially WIU. Higher education continues to be underfunded with a 1% raise. Republican Norine Hammond, deputy republican leader, will run again as an Illinois State Representative. She has changed the location of her office to West Washington Street in Macomb. Mike Halpin will also run for reelection as democratic state senator. 
8. Foundation- State foundation issues were identified and discussed. The boards of SUAA and SUAA Foundation have agreed to work together. SUAA has removed foundation information from the SUAA website. Ten foundation scholarships have been awarded but not funded. There are two more scholarships to be awarded. At the state SUAA meeting in June, the relationship between the SUAA state board and Foundation board was not clear. Bryan Soady identified there has been a problem, but it has been solved. 
9. Publications- Barker identified dates for information to be sent to her for the next newsletter.
10. Networking- McLean reported SUAA local members are renewing communications with members in the Chicago area. 
11. Technology- Werling identified the possibility of putting the zoom meeting address on the website.
12. Announcements- Farr reported some members have received spam calls relating to insurance and Medicare. She also suggested that we contact the alumni office requesting that they send out a notice to alumni in a 50-mile radius of university, indicating we need a local president for next year. 
13. Old business- Downin reported on the SUAA State Conference in June. Collette Travel Company has partnered with SUAA to offer travel discounts for members. 
14. New business- There will be SUAA State quarterly zoom meeting on August 19 for all members. Program for the fall luncheon will be Nick Pano and Amy Crosby.
15. Meeting adjourned. McLean/Downin
Jacqlin Richmond, Secretary
