SUAA Chapter Minutes
Western Illinois University
January 8, 2026
10:00 a.m.
Zoom Meeting

Participants: Melz-Jennings, Barker, Richmond, Werling, Brewer, Rock, Brown, McLean, Blackledge, Pano
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved as corrected. Brown/Brewer
Brewer gave the treasurer’s report. And it was approved as written. McLean/Blackledge
Survivor Assistance- Blackledge reported the following members have passed away since our last meeting: Ruth Schoeber and Ralph Dirksen. 
Membership- Melz-Jennings reported there are 449 members in our local chapter.
Social- Dallinger reported the Winter Snow Bunny Membership Luncheon will be held February 3, 2026, at Wesley United Methodist Church. The program will be Nick Pano and Merrill Cole as speakers.
SURS- Rock reported that the portfolio is doing well with a funding ratio of 48%.
Legislative- Pano reported that the Illinois State Senate will meet more often than the House this spring.  Discussions prior to formal meetings will take place. The State Department of Budget suggests austerity. Illinois State Revenues are flat. Requests for more funding for K-12 and higher education have been discussed. There is concern about the Illinois Taxing System. Graduated income tax was identified. The State of Illinois provides 35% of funding for WIU. There is legislation for students who are applying to state universities  to use one application, except for the University of Illinois. Tier 2 pension reform was discussed. The governor is promoting legislation for students to receive a 4-year degree from jr. colleges in specific occupations where there are shortages.
Publications- No report.
Foundation- Brown reported that the Foundation met on December 22. The SUAA Board and Foundation Board representatives have not met for a meeting on the website. There are 8-$1,000 scholarships for college students available.  There are 2-$1,000 professional development scholarships available. 
Networking- No report.
Technology- No report.
Announcements- None identified.
Old Business- It was suggested that the membership fee for new members could be $20.  Melz-Jennings will check with the Springfield Office. It was suggested that the Spring Luncheon meal fee be assisted by our chapter funds.
New Business-None identified.
Adjournment- Brown/Pano
Respectfully submitted,
Jacqlin Richmond, Secretary
 

 

