SUAA Chapter Minutes
Western Illinois University
February 5, 2026
10:00 a.m.
Zoom Meeting

Participants: Metz-Jennings, Barker, Richmond, Farr, Werling, Brewer, Rock, Dallinger, Brown, McLean, Blackledge, Pano
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved. McLean/Pano
Brewer gave the treasurer’s report. She identified CD’s need to be renewed after February 11. MidAmerica has two specials currently. One option is 5 months at 3.7% with an APY of 3.75% and another is 13 months at 3.41% with an APY of 3.45%. After discussion there was a motion and seconded and vote “yes” for Brewer to secure the 2nd option of 13 months at 3.41% with an APY of 3.45%. Dallinger/Rock
Survivor Assistance- Blackledge reported the following member has passed away since our last meeting: Raoul Reinertsen  
Membership- Farr reported there are 442 local members in the chapter. We are still in need of a president for next year.
Social- Dallinger reported 45 individuals attended the Snow Bunny Luncheon. The next meal is April 14 with the annual business meeting.
SURS- Rock reported the portfolio has a return of 6.73% for the first 6 months. There is a 48% funding ratio.
Legislative- Pano reported that the General Assembly is currently in session. Hearings are beginning. The governor will give the State of the State speech as well as the budget next week. The UPI will hold a legislative day this month in Springfield. Voting has started this week for the March 17 election. 
Publications-Barker reported that information for the next newsletter should be sent to her. She identified the possibility of submitting information for WIU employee announcements. A longer version will be issued through HR to all employees. 
Foundation-No report.
Networking-No report.
Technology- Brown requested that the SUAA Foundation Scholarship and professional development documents be added to our local website since the State SUAA Foundation link is broken. Werling will add the information to the local website.
Announcements- None identified.
Old Business- Brown is not receiving SUAA information via U.S. mail. Melz-Jennings will investigate the problem. Melz-Jennings also identified the need to fill the vacancy of president for the coming year. Members should contact her with any candidate names.
New Business- The question had been asked as to what is done with the SUAA dues. Answer is $38 is used for operations and $9 is returned to the local chapter. Discussion followed as to how we might best use the funds returned from the dues. Newsletter information should be sent to Barker by February 25. Motion was made to limit the meal price to $20 per meal. Our organization will make up the cost difference. Motion passed. Farr/Brown. Spring break will be March 16-19 at WIU. 
Adjournment- Brewer/McLean
Respectfully submitted,
Jacqlin Richmond, Secretary
 

 

